AGU Awarded Grant to Establish Program
on Engaging 2-Year-College Students in Research
Students at two-year colleges are a critical part of the future Earth and space science workforce, and undergraduate research
experiences provide a hook to retain and
ultimately to graduate students in the field.
AGU education and public outreach staff
were awarded a planning grant by the U.S.
National Science Foundation Directorate for
Geosciences (Opportunities for Enhancing
Diversity in the Geosciences award 1201578)
to help launch a new initiative concerning
these issues. This new initiative, titled Unique
Research Experiences for Two-Year College
Faculty and Students (URECAS), will begin
with a planning workshop this summer (11–
13 July) that will bring together faculty from
2-year colleges, 4-year colleges and universities, and representatives from professional
societies and federal organizations to learn
more about how to support 2-year-college faculty and students engaged in Earth and space
science research and to discuss the development of a program to strengthen the role of
2-year-college Earth and space science students in the future workforce.
The goals of this workshop are to help all
the participants as well as the community to
gain a robust picture of the successes in and
barriers to engaging 2-year college students
in research and for the participants to learn
ways of overcoming these barriers from the
presenters and one another. In particular, the
workshop will help the following:

•• Identify and develop a community of
2-year-college Earth and space science
faculty who are engaged in research
experiences and programs with their
students.
•• Determine model programs and best
practices within the community that
make these research experiences
and programs successful for both faculty
and students.
•• Identify barriers to successful faculty
and student research experiences and
programs.
•• Connect faculty who want to engage in
research experiences with their students
to national and local resources that can
assist them in being successful in these
endeavors.
•• Highlight and develop collaborations
that will allow 2-year-college students
and faculty to attend and present their
research at the AGU Fall Meeting in the
future.
AGU expects to be able to fund about
30 workshop participants. For more information and to apply, visit http://urecas.agu.org/.
The application deadline is 2 April 2012. If you
have questions, please contact the authors.
—Pranoti Asher, Manager, Education and Public
Outreach, AGU; E-mail: pasher@agu.org; and Bethany
Holm Adamec, Education and Public Outreach Coordinator, AGU; E-mail: bhadamec@agu.org

■■ 22–26 September 2012 41st Annual Eastern
Section AAPG Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.
Sponsors: Ohio Geological Society; Eastern Section of the American Association of Petroleum
Geologists (AAPG); AAPG. (Pete MacKenzie,
PO Box 166, Worthington, OH 43085, USA; Tel.:
+1-614-785-1682; E-mail: pete@ mackex.com; Web
site: http://www.esaapg2012.org) Abstract deadline is 1 April 2012.
■■ 26–29 March 2012 Planet Under Pressure 2012: New Knowledge Towards Solutions, London, UK. Sponsors: International
Geosphere-Biosphere Programme; DIVERSITAS;
International Human Dimensions Programme
on Global Environmental Change; others.
(Charlotte Alman; Tel.: +44 1865 84 3000;
E -mail: customerservice -planetupressure12@
elsevier.com; Web site: http://w ww
.planetunderpressure2012.net/)
■■ 17–19 April 2012 Seismological Society of
America Annual Meeting, San Diego, California, USA. Sponsor: Seismological Society of
America (SSA). (Susan Newman, SSA, El Cerrito,
California, USA; Tel.: +11-510-525-5474; E-mail:
snewman@s eismosoc.org; Web site: http://w ww
.seismosoc.org)
■■ 22–27 April 2012 European Geosciences
Union General Assembly, Vienna, Austria.
Sponsor: European Geosciences Union (EGU).
(Gert-Jan Reichart, EGU; E-mail: programme
.committee@egu.eu; Web site: http://meetings
.copernicus.org/egu2012/home.html)
■■ 30 April to 4 May 2012 Eighth National Monitoring Conference: Water—One Resource,
Shared Effort, Common Future, Portland,
Oregon, USA. Sponsors: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; U.S. Geological Survey (USGS);
North American Lake Management Society; others. (Cathy Tate, USGS, Lakewood, Colorado,
USA; E-mail: cmtate@u sgs.gov; Web site: http://
acwi.gov/monitoring/)
■■ 1–6 September 2013 11th International
Conference on Paleoceanography (ICP
11), Sitges-Barcelona, Spain. (Mondial & Cititravel Congresos, Rosselló, 303, ático 1, Barcelona E-08037, Spain; Tel.: +34 932-212-955; Fax:
+34 934-592-059; E-mail: icp2013@mondial- congress.com; Web site: http://w ww.icp2013.cat/)
Abstract deadline is 15 April 2013.

